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Is thereavet
inthehouse?
LEARNIN
The primary task of veterinarians is to diagnose, treat and prevent illnesses in pets,
livestock, marine animals and wildlife. Students forging careers in this field can expect
fulfilling moments in their lives, reports KOH 500 LING.
IFyou loveanimalsandfeelagenuinecommitmento theirwell-being, then veterinaryscience is worth pursuing.Aspiring veterinarians must
possessa high academicability,an
aptitudeand interest in biological
sciences,an inquiring mind, keen
powers of observation and good
communicationskills.
Veterinariansdiagnose,treat and
preventillnessesin pets,livestock,
marineanimalsandwildlife.
Being a veterinarian involves
applying scientificknowledgeand
then decidingon suitableactionto
improve the health, welfare and
productivityofanimals.
Veterinariansmanageoutbreaksof
animaldiseases,maintainMalaysia's
quarantinestatus,ensurethequality
of animal product exports and
conductresearch.Theyalsolookinto
animal(orpet)management,animal
welfare,conservationandbreedingof
endangered species and the
rehabilitation of orphaned and
injuredwildlife.
Theveterinaryscienceprogramme
offeredbyUniversitiPutraMalaysia
(UPM) is theonlyonein thecountry
and to get a placeat a recognised
veterinary school overseas is
extremelydifficult.
The programmeat UPM requires
clinical and technical skills to
diagnose, treat, prevent and
investigateanimaldiseases.
It hastwomajoraspects:
• animal science,which equips
graduates with the necessary
knowledge in various livestock
industries;and
• veterinary medicine, which
coversanimaldiseasesanddisease
control.
Currently,Malaysiahasabout800
veterinariansandmoreareneededby
the animal industry in various
capacities.
UPM's Faculty of Veterinary
Medicinedean ProfessorDr Mohd
Zamri Saad says veterinary
graduatesare employedby various
governmentagencies,particularly
the Department of Veterinary
Services.They help to formulate
policies of the animal industry,
prevent animal diseaseoutbreaks
andmonitorveterinarypractices.
Graduates can also find
employmentin agencies uchasthe
Federal Land Development
Authority (Felda)andthe Palm Oil
Research Institute of Malaysia
(Porim).
Private companiesdealing with
animalsalsorequirethe servicesof
veterinary graduates,particularly
those in the poultry, swine,
pharmaceuticaland animal feed
sectors.
Theyareusuallyinvolvedin flock
health monitoring and disease
prevention.
Veterinariansare membersof a
legally defined and protected
profession.Theyarealsoqualifiedto
teachand be involvedin research
activities related to the biological
sciences.
Lately,somelocalgraduateshave
turned to private practice.They
operatepet animal clinics, giving
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HANDS-ON APPROACH: Volunteers at a pet clinic in Selangor. A love for animals is important for those keen on a satisfying career in this field.
veterinarymedicalservicestoclients
whoareconcernedabouthehealthof
theirpets.
"I would adviseschool-Ieaversto
ventureintothislineonlyif theyare
veryinterestedin animals,"saysDr
Vijayndra Madawanfrom Healing
Rooms,aveterinaryclinicin Subang
Parade,SubangJaya,Selangor.
"It isnotaglamorousorfashionable
job. It is best that they volunteer
themselvesfirst at privateor public
clinicsto geta tasteofwhat it feels
liketoworkwithanimals,"headds.
Says Dr Mohd Zamri:"Sincethe
veterinary programme is a
professional and practical one,
getting hands-on training and
practical exposure may be one
problem, particularly when the
numberof studentsexceedsthe 60-
studentcapacity.
Forveterinarians,theirmainworry
will becontrollingdiseaseoutbreaks.
Dr Vijayndra adds: "Sometimes,
accidentshappenwhensickanimals
arehandled.Buttherealchallengeis
dealingwith petownerswhocanbe
veryemotionalwhentheirpetshave
aslimchanceofsurvival.
"OnceI operatedonapetiguana.It
wasaveryenrichingexperience."
In the eventof diseaseoutbreaks
such as the bird flu, veterinarians
playa vital role.
In suchsituations,thecoordinated
effortofallveterinariansinMalaysia
- whether they are in the
DepartmentofVeterinaryServicesor
in privatepractice- is the key to
success.
For more information,log on to
www.vet.upm.edu.my/english/
undergrad.html
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